
 
 
 
 

 
 

CWEA AC-13 Palms Spring, APRIL 16-19.  See details at www.cwea.org/conferences.  
NOMINATION FOR THE LABS BOARD OF DIRECTOR DUE MARCH 8 TO       labsofcwea@gmail.com. 

        
 

Awards Banquet: LABS’ Hollywood Themed Awards 
Celebration is a Success! 
On February 2, 2013 the Los Angeles Basin Section (LABS) 
of California Water Environment Association (CWEA) 
hosted the 2012 annual LABS awards from the Hilton in 
Universal City.  The event focused on the recognition of 
contributions to the field of Environmental Engineering as 
related to the global need for clean water. 
 
The celebration began with an energized social gathering of 

CWEA leaders, members, and award winners.  Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County (Sanitation 
Districts) Retiree Ross Caballero provided a Sewer Cinema photo montage highlighting some of the 
153 films that showcase wastewater infrastructure. (Note that the movie contest winner, Miluska 
Propersi, current Board member found 90 titles).  Ross spent an illustrious career conducting research 
on biosolids treatment process optimization, odor and air emissions controls, and composting 
operations.  He served as both the lead and contributing author on numerous peer reviewed 
collaborative publications including EPA manuals of practice, WEF, Biocycle, and California Air 
Resources Board white papers.   
 
In keeping with the water quality theme, CWEA LABS President Alec 
Mackie welcomed attendees with a narrative on sustainable environmental 
initiatives underway in the Los Angeles region.  He then introduced the 
Keynote Speaker, Gil Garcetti, who provided a global perspective 
through his compelling photos of West Africa.      
 
Gilbert Salvadore Iberri "Gil" Garcetti (born August 5, 1941) is an 
American politician. He served as Los Angeles County's 40th District 
Attorney for two terms, from 1992 until November 7, 2000.  Garcetti 
received a bachelor's degree in Management from the University of 
Southern California and a Juris Doctor from the University of California, 
Los Angeles. Before becoming District Attorney, Garcetti served within the office for over twenty 
years, from trial prosecutor to managerial positions and eventually becoming chief deputy district 
attorney.  Then he followed his other passion and became a professional photographer.  His 

  THANKS TO THE  BANQUET SPONSORS 
  

MARCH 2013 SEWER LEAKS 
A Publication of Los Angeles Basin Section of the CWEA 

 
In This Issue: 

-----CWEA LABS AWARDS, See Pages 1-3----- 
-----LABS STUDENT/ YOUNG PROFESSIONALS  EVENT, March 19, See Page 4-----  

-----LABS DINNER-SEMINAR –Thursday, March 21st, ----- See Page 5----- 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

!!! FRIDAY MARCH 22, 2013,   8 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. FREE CERTIFICATION STUDY SESSIONS 
Riverside Regional Water Quality Control Plant 5950 Acorn Street, Riverside, CA 92503 

Light refreshment provided.   See Registration Form !!! 

http://www.cwea.org/conferences
mailto:labsofcwea@gmail.com
http://cwea.org/sarbs/pdfs/13322CertStudy.pdf


LABS SEWER LEAKS – MAR 2013                 2                                      www.labsofcwea.com 
 

 

photographs brought the statistics to life.  For example 80 percent of all disease in the world is caused 
by unsafe water and a basic lack of sanitation.  But water heroes such as those we’ve gathered together 
this evening to recognize are making a difference, through scientific advancements, professional 
service to our communities, and contributions to global outreach programs. 
 

Celebrating LA's Sewer & Stormwater STARS and the winners are: 
 

CWEA LABS Awards Chair Wendy Wert, presented 
The Plant of the Year Award (Large >20 mgd) to 
the Sanitation District’s Valencia Water 
Reclamation Plant.   
 
 

 
The 2012 Safety Award 26-75 Employees went to the City of Los Angeles 
Department of Public Works Bureau of Sanitation Donald C. Tillman 
Water Reclamation Plant.   
 
The 2012 Safety Award 1-25 Employees went to the City of Los Angeles 
Department of Public Works Bureau of Sanitation for their Glendale Water 
Reclamation Plant.   
Roger Ramsay accepted the awards for both plants! 
 

 
Dr. Terri Slifko presented the 2012 Supervisor of the Year Award with 
great praise and enthusiasm to Ann Heil.   The Supervisor of the Year Award 
is facilitated by CWEA’s Supergroup Committee to recognize individuals 
who have demonstrated exceptional leadership skills through the development 
of high achieving teams.   
 

 
CWEA Director Basil Hewitt presented the 2012 Public 
Outreach Program of the Year Award to the Los 
Angeles County Flood Control District for their 
Sediment Management Public Outreach 
Campaign.   
 

The 2012 Collection System of the 
Year Award (Greater than 500 
Miles) went to the Consolidated 

Sewer Maintenance 
District of Los 

Angeles County 
(CSMD). 

 
The 2012 Research Achievement Award went to the 
Sanitation Districts for their Tertiary Membrane Bioreactor 
(TMBR) followed by Reverse Osmosis (RO) program at the 
Joint Water Pollution Control Plant in Carson.   
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CWEA LABS Committee Chair Michael Flores presented the 
2012 Collection System of the Year Award (250 to 500 
Miles) to the City of Glendale Public Works.  The 
Collection System of the Year Award is facilitated by 
CWEA’s Collection System Committee to recognize a system 
achieved an exceptional performance standard. 

CWEA LABS President Alec Mackie explained that in addition to 
contributions that are attributable to the specific areas of practice, CWEA 
LABS is fortunate to have talented water professionals whose dedication 
allows us to provide quality training opportunities to our members, which 
ultimately elevates the standards. The Board of Directors has selected 
two exceptional individuals to receive the Distinguished Service Award 
this year. Nicole You with E2 Consulting Engineers has served to 
stimulate the young professionals committee. Kent McIntosh a Senior 
IW Inspector with the Sanitation Districts often works long hours and 
still makes time to take extraordinary photographs for the association.  

The 2012 Public Education Person of the Year Award went to Greg Jowyk of the Sanitation 
Districts for more than 30 years of public agency service to the field of environmental sustainability. 

 
The 2012 Past Presidents Award went to Wendy Wert.   
Congratulations to Wendy for her 16 years of volunteering in 
environmental associations. CWEA President, Carrie Mattingly, 
congratulated the board for a dynamic section.                                                                                     
 
 

The Featured Speaker, George Wolfe was part of the 12 member 
team that on July 25, 2008 attempted to navigate down the full 51 
miles of the Los Angeles River.  George, founder of LA River 
Expeditions, shared their adventure by showing excerpts from Thea 
Lucia Mercouffer’s documentary: Rock the Boat follows this 
controversial kayaking expedition down the cemented-in LA River, 
and looks at how the transformation of Los Angeles from a dream 
city of endless possibilities to the nightmare sprawl it is today arose 
from our habit of using, managing and re-imagining nature in a single-minded quest for more.  Whether 
dealing with droughts and water shortage, or fires, or floods, one lesson is clear: our urbanization has 
reached critical mass.  How do we transform our city landscapes to actually benefit the environment?  
How do we manage our natural resources to create livable, sustainable cities in our immediate future?  
These are some of the questions the film grapples with, all the while looking at LA as both a model of 
American urban technology and home to a new environmental awareness. 
CWEA LABS Director Ian Mackenzie eloquently wrapped up the festivities by challenging attendees 
to continue the good work.  If ever the world needed well qualified Environmental Engineers the time 
is now.  The pressures we face in the United States in the form of aging infrastructure, environmental 
regulations, resource constraints, coupled with the global concerns of sustainability and sanitation make 
this a challenging and exciting time to practice in the field.   
Congratulations to all LABS award winners and good luck to those who will to state level 
competition at the CWEA annual conference in Palm Springs! 

http://www.lariverexpeditions.org/page_news.php
http://www.lariverexpeditions.org/page_news.php
http://www.magicpebblemedia.com/RockTheBoat.htm


Join the Students’ and Young Professionals Group for the 

first event of the year at West Basin’s Edward C. Little 

Water Recycling Facility!  

West Basin Water Municipal District 

Edward C. Little Water Recycling Facility 

1935 S. Hughes Way 

El Segundo, CA 90245 

Date: March 19, 2013 

Time: 10:00 AM 

RSVP to: Rachel Deco, rdeco@lacsd.org  
www.labsofcwea.com 

Courtesy of West Basin, www.westbasin.org/media/virtual-tours 

The Edward C. Little Water Recycling Facility is a 30 

MGD tertiary water treatment plant that receives 

wastewater after secondary treatment.  The plant uses a 

combination of nitrification, microfiltration, reverse 

osmosis, UV and chlorine disinfection to produce five 

different treated streams of water.  The effluents range 

from Title 22 compliant effluent for reuse in irrigation to 

boiler feed water, cooling water, and water for 

groundwater recharge injection.  Closed-toe shoes are 

required for the tour.  

maps.google.com/maps 

http://www.lacsd.org/default.asp
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