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Engineers Without Boarders a humanitarian organization dedicated to global partnerships was featured in the March LABS March 
Training Meeting. 
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LABS March Event Engineers Without Boarders 

On March 27, the Los Angeles Basin Section (LABS) of California Water Environment 
Association (CWEA) hosted a training meeting at Cameron’s Seafood in Pasadena.  Guest 
speakers Jenneli Mueller and Joel Cesare discussed the EWB-LA Professional Partners 
activities.   Local opportunities for outreach through Engineers Without Borders such as the 
upcoming Baja house build on April 19, 2008 were highlighted.   

Engineers Without Boarders USA (EWB-USA) is a non-profit humanitarian organization 
established to partner with developing communities worldwide in order to improve their quality 
of life. This partnership involves the implementation of sustainable engineering projects, while 
involving and training internationally responsible engineers and engineering students. EWB-
USA consists of 335 professional and student chapters nationwide. Projects encompass a 
wide range of humanitarian efforts including: agriculture, energy, alternative fuels, construction, 
environmental, education, health, sanitation, water supply and water treatment.   

In order to maximize the effectiveness of these efforts, EWB-USA maintains specific protocols 
for project definition and execution.  Projects encompass a global outreach that includes a 
presence in: Belize, Benin, Bolivia, Brazil, Cambodia, Cameroon, China, Dominican Republic, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, India, Indonesia, 
Jamaica, Kenya, Macedonia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mexico, Morocco, Nepal, Nicaragua, 
Niger, Nigeria, Panama, Peru, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Sri Lanka, 
Sudan, Tanzania, Thailand, Uganda and the USA. The LA Professional Partners chapter of 
EWB is involved in several aspects of the EWB mission including project work in India, 
upcoming projects in Haiti and Malawi, mentoring local student EWB chapters and arranging 
outreach opportunities in our local community. 

EWB-USA is committed to designing and implementing engineering projects in developing 
communities around the world.  There is great need in areas ranging from renewable energy to 
clean water to sustainable enterprise development.  EWB-USA project participants are asked 
to promote high engineering standards by following the American Society of Civil Engineers' 
Code of Ethics.

EWB-USA held their annual International Conference 
March 27-30, 2008 at the University of Washington 
(UW) in Seattle. Highlights from the program included: 
a welcome Reception hosted by the UW College of 
Engineering, a presentation by Keynote Speaker 
William Gates, Sr Co-Chair of the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation and a presentation by Plenary 
Speaker Bernard Amadei, EWB-USA Founder. 

Speakers Jenneli Mueller and Joel Cesare (lt) Attendees enjoy learning about EWB opportunities (ctr and rt)

EWB successful construction project in Uganda



LABS SEWER LEAKS – April 2008                 3                www.labsofcwea.com 

March 22nd World Water Day Celebrated in Santa Monica 

On March 22, 2008 hundreds celebrated World Water Day by participating in the Walk for 
Water in Santa Monica.  Festivities began with a performance of the music of Africa.
Participants then walked 3 to 6 miles in honor of the journey women and children make every 
day in “water stressed” countries.  It was acknowledged that the time spent fetching water for 
their families prevents these women and children from pursuing an education, maintaining their 
households or earning additional income.  The Walk for Water helps to draw attention to the 
world water crisis.  The modest acts of many can make an extraordinary difference.

Annual WateReuse Conference in Newport Beach A Success!

On March 24-26, the California Section of the WateReuse Association hosted the 2008 Annual 
Conference at the Marriott Newport Beach Hotel & Spa in Newport Beach. This year’s theme 
was "California's Recycled Water: Sailing into the Future." 

The conference opened with an inspired keynote address from Orange County Assembly-
member Mike Duvall.  The energy continued with a Town Hall Session that gave attendees the 
opportunity to become active participants in the dialog on further implementation of the 2003 
Recycled Water Task Force recommendations.  Panelists Tam Doduc of the SWRCB, Ane 

Registration (lt) Brent Anton, Joe Zoba, Rod Green, YVWD (ctr lt) Rob Pontureri, Jim Garcia, SWRCB (ctr) 
Steven Kasower, UC Santa Cruz, Ayman Shawwa, CDM and Attendees (ctr rt), Heather Collins, California 
Department of Public Health, Joshua Dickenson, WateReuse and Attendees (rt).    

Mike Duvall, Assembly-member, Tam Doduc, SWRCB, Ane Deister, Brown and Cauldwell, Jonas Minton, 
Planning and Conservation League, Tim Quinn, Association of California Water Agencies (lt to rt)
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Deister of Brown and Cauldwell, Jonas Minton of the Planning and Conservation League and 
Moderator Tim Quinn of the Association of California Water Agencies discussed the status and 
future of water reuse in California. 

Assembly-members Jared Huffman and Hector De La Torre were honored for their legislative 
work to enhance and expand water recycling in California at the Gordon Cologne Breakfast.
Gordon Cologne is the retired state legislator and judge who served as the WateReuse 
Association’s first lobbyist.

CWEA Security and Disaster Preparedness Conference for Utilities in May

On May 8, 2008 CWEA will host a one-day Specialty Conference titled Security and Disaster 
Preparedness with the core focus of assisting executive management in the Municipal Utilities 
sector with the development and implementation of crisis management, strategic turnaround, 
and growth management strategies.  Speakers include: Don Boland the Executive Director of 
the California Utilities Emergency Association; Rick Jones, President and CEO of 
InfraGard Los Angeles; Special Agent Regina Canale-Miles, Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) Coordinator; Ed Sullivan, Business Continuity and Emergency 
Preparedness Coordinator for East Bay Municipal Utility District (EBMUD); Charlie Howell,
Security Concepts and Planning CEO. 

The continued operation of an organization depends on management’s awareness of the 
potential impact of natural or man-caused disasters, its ability to develop a plan to minimize 
disruptions of critical business functions, and the capacity to implement that plan to recover 
business operations efficiently and in priority order.  A business continuity program is an 
ongoing process to ensure that the necessary steps are taken to identify the impact of potential 
losses, maintain viable recovery strategies, recovery plans, and continuity of critical services. 

The featured speakers will explain the key components of a comprehensive Business 
Continuity Program Plan (BCPs) and review strategies to assess BCPs for consistency, 
completeness, and potential conflicts.  Case studies will be presented to illustrate the 
development of recommendations and to ensure the plans meet the agencies needs for 
business continuity and recovery in conjunction with the agencies Emergency Operations Plan.

The featured speakers will discuss recommendations with respect to relevant policies and 
procedures, information systems, alternate work locations, and vulnerabilities in several key 
business functions such as revenue collection.  This one-day CWEA Specialty conference will 
outline the results of the program review process, strategies to measure progress toward 
implementation of the Business Continuity Program, lessons learned, and recommendations 
for agencies implementing these programs.    Cost $140 for CWEA Members, $195 for Non-
Members Register online at www.cwea.org Questions? Call 510-382-7800 x115.

Specialty Conference Speakers: Rick Jones, LA InfraGard CEO (left), Ed Sullivan, EBMUD Business Continuity and 
Emergency Preparedness Coordinator (center) and Charlie Howell, Security Concepts and Planning CEO (right).



WASTEWATER

THE LOS ANGELES BASIN SECTION OF THE CWEA LACSDHOSTS A DINNER AND TRAINING MEETING
SOLID WASTE
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-------------- OOnn WWeesstt RRaammoonnaa BBllvvdd iinn MMoonntteerreeyy PPaarrkk ((oonn ttoopp ooff hhiillll nneexxtt ttoo ggoollff ccoouurrssee -- sseeee mmaapp bbeellooww)) --------------
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JJooee HHoouugghhttoonn –– SSeenniioorr EEnnggiinneeeerr,, FFaacciilliittiieess PPllaannnniinngg DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt,, LLAACCSSDD

DDaavviidd HHaauugg –– SSeenniioorr EEnnggiinneeeerr,, OOffffiiccee EEnnggiinneeeerriinngg DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt,, LLAACCSSDD
The Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts (Districts) are in the early stages of one of the most
significant wastewater facilities planning and engineering efforts in their 80-year history.  Entitled
the "Clearwater Program," this effort will include the development of a master facilities plan that will
focus on the Joint Outfall System (JOS), the Districts’ network of treatment plants and sewers that is
projected to serve 6.7 million people by 2050.  This plan will provide adequate capacity for a growing
population, evaluate opportunities for increased reclaimed water reuse and ensure the JOS remains
protective of public health and the environment.

The plan will also evaluate the Districts’ aging infrastructure, most importantly, the tunnels and
ocean outfalls that convey effluent from the Joint Water Pollution Control Plant in Carson to the
Pacific Ocean, and the potential need to construct a new $1-2 billion discharge system.  The two 
existing effluent tunnels were built in 1937 and 1958, flow full each day, and have not been
inspected in nearly 50 years.  Joe Houghton and David Haug will provide an overview of the Districts’
facilities planning and preliminary engineering efforts for this ambitious program.

DDiinnnneerr iiss aatt 66::3300;; pprreesseennttaattiioonn aatt 77::1155;; jjooiinn uuss aatt 66::0000 ffoorr tthhee mmiixxeerr iiff yyoouu ccaann..

Dinner Menu:
Meals include one of the following entrees:

��Roasted Prime Rib of Beef
With Au Jus and Bordelaise Sauce 

��Pacific Swordfish
Lemon Beurre Blanc Sauce

��Baked Chicken Mozzarella
Basil, Mushroom, Spinach and Cheese

��Pasta Primavera
 (for vegetarians)

Reservations:
RSVP By MONDAY, April 21nd
RSVP (with one menu choice from above) to 
Patrick Griffith by e-mail (preferred method) 
at mailto:pgriffith@lacsd.org

-or-
by phone at 562-908-4288, x-2117

Event Cost: (pay at the door)

Member $25
Non-Member $30
Student / Retiree $15

Handicap Accommodations Available 

Address & Phone:
Monterey Hill Restaurant
Sunset Room
(On top of the hill, by the 
Monterey Park Golf Course)
3700 West Ramona Blvd.,
Monterey Park, CA 91754
(323) 264-8426



BioCOPE, Inc. Bay Area Process
Pat McDaniel, President 14365 Meadow Dr.
23711 Hix Drive Grass Valley, CA 95945
Canyon, TX 79015 Marc Cuniberti, President
ph: 800-900-6201 Ph: (530) 272-2298
Fax: 888-473-4948 Fax: (530) 272-2753
www.biocope.com Toll Free (800) 326-4039
pmcdaniel@biocope.com bayareaprocess@att.net

Website: RUECKCO.COM

James H. Clark, P.E. Donald G. Rosenberg and
Vice President Associates, Inc.
800 Wilshire blvd. # 600 6442 Coldwater Caynon, Suite 101
Los Angeles, CA 90017 North Hollywood, CA 91606
ph: 213-312-3300 ph: 818-508-4523
Fax: 213-312-3399 fax: 818-508-6126
www.bv.com Donald G. Rosenberg, Principal
clarkjh@bv.com

MURRILL ADAMS

GOLDEN BELL PRODUCTS
11111 Santa Monica Blvd.
Suite 750
Los Angeles, CA 90025 1200 N. Jefferson, Unit M Phone: (714) 630-3861
Tel: (310) 893-2700 Anaheim, CA 92807 Fax: (714) 630-4807
Fax: (310) 893-2750 www.goldenbellproducts.com Toll Free: (866) 462-3577

www.brownandcaldwell.com/ email: info@goldenbellproducts.com

CALIFORNIA
ENVIRONMENTAL
CONTROLS, INC.

Industrial and Municipal 
Water and Waste Treatment Systems

6739 So. Washington Ave./P.P. Box 469/Whittier, CA 90608-0469
(562) 945-3425  Fax (562) 693-5257
pfk@calencon.com www.cec-h2o.com

Patrick F. Kennedy

MARK ALLING

Industrial Tools - Safety
Environmental Health Products
David Tucker - Sales/Customer Service
294 West Bonita (909) 392-3442

CUST. SERV. (866) 337-7427 Pomona, CA 91767 (909) 392-3446  Fax
mark.alling@pahc.com TEL. (562) 698-8036 www.jgtucker.com (909) 223-4243 Cell

FAX (562) 698-1921 david@jgtucker.com

www.coombshopkins.com
R. Bruce Zimmerman, President ph: 760-931-0555 Alec Mackie 290 Paularino Ave
5411 Avenida Encinas. Suite 250 fax: 760-931-9115 Marketing Manager Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Carlsbad, CA 92008 cell: (714) 745-0678 JWC Environmental P: 714-428-4614
bruce@coombshopkins.com www.jwce.com alecm@jwce.com

19355 Business Center Drive Unit 2
Northridge, CA 91324 Dhiru Patel, P.E., Vice President ph: 626-912-3391, x-209

(818) 772-8720 Fax(818) 772-2477   Toll Free (818) 333-6474 1199 S. Fullerton Rd. fax: 626-912-2015
email: sales@sensorguys.com City of Industry, CA 91748-1232 dhiru-p@lee-ro.com

www.lee-ro.com
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LABS  CORPORATE  SPONSORS
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Moyno Durco Caster

SEWAGE LIFT STATIONS

8851 Dice Road Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670

ENGINEERED SYSTEMS

562-945-3425
California Environmental Controls, Inc.

SELF PRIMING / SUBMERSIBLE

B R O W N  A N D
 C A L D W E L L

Engineering Excellence 
in Water & 
Envirostructure

J.G. Tucker & Son, Inc.



Kris Brooks Chuck Parsons ph: 714-891-2323
155 Balboa St. ph: 760-510-8030 5841 Engineer Dr. ph: 800-726-2664
Suite D-9 fax: 760-510-8031 Huntington Bch., CA 92649 fax: 714-891-2524
San Marcos, CA 92069 www.marcabcoinc.com chuck@sancon.com cell: 714-231-3630

www.sancon.com Contr. Lic. 731797

Rick Di Cesare Phone: 805.498.3811 Steven Stump ph: 714-847-1317
1111 Rancho Conejo Blvd. Suite 501 Fax: 805.498.7631 17631 Metzler Lane fax: 714-847-6907
Newbury Park, CA 91350-1415 info@mrctechnologies.com Huntington Beach, CA 92647 Lic. 686371

Joseph A. Wojslaw,  P.E., Vice President Steve Ahles 
MWH Americas, Inc. Proj. Manager, Burbank Water Reclamation Plant
618 Michilinda Avenue Suite 200 ph: 626-796-9141 740 North Lake St. ph: 818-972-1115, x-20
Arcadia, California 91007 Direct: 626-568-6194 Burbank, CA 91502 cell: 805-551-8997
joseph.a.wojslaw@mwhglobal.com Fax: 626-568-6101 fax: 818-845-0718

steve.ahles@unitedwater.com

Lou Giordano
209 E. Alameda St.
Suite 204
Burbank, CA 91502-2674 Sales    Service    Training

Pacific Process Equipment, Inc. ph: 818-500-9495 Lisa Haller ph: 760-635-9237
fax: 818-500-9799 1042 N. El Camino Real, Suite B-228 ph: 800-804-7772
www.pacificprocess.com Encinitas, CA 92024 fax: 760-635-9156

www.westcoastsafetysupply.com

wcssc@sbcglobal.net

Surendra Thakral, P.E.
V.P.  S.W. Business ph: 626-440-6263
Development Manager cell: 626-483-3171

100 West Walnut, St. fax: 626-440-6337
Pasadena, CA 91124
surendra.thakral@parsons.com

LABS  CORPORATE  SPONSORS

Interested in Becoming a Corporate Sponsor?
Contact Pat McDaniel at

800-900-6201 pmcdaniel@biocope.com



Sewer Leaks Editor 

Wendy Wert 
1955 Workman Mill Rd. 
Whittier, CA 90601 

LABS Board of Directors 

President:  Pei-Chin Low  (626) 568-6999 
Vice President:  Patrick Griffith  (562) 908-4288 x-2117
Treasurer:  Dan Gary  (310) 830-2400 x-5316
Director:  Hala Titus  (213) 312-3330 
Director:  Pat McDaniel  (800) 900-6201 
Director:  Wendy Wert              (562) 908-4288 x-2128
Past President:  John Mays  (818) 778-4138 

Address Changes 

Please contact our Membership Chair, Marge Okabe at (310) 375-0448 
or send an email to labs-membership@earthlink.net

LABS Committee Chairs 
Programs:    Patrick Griffith  (562) 908-4288 x-2117 
Newsletter:    Wendy Wert   (562) 908-4288 x-2128 
Membership:    Marge Okabe   (310) 375-0448 
WW Treatment & Reuse: Mischelle Mische  (562) 908-4288 x-2488 
Awards:   John Mays    (818) 778-4138 
TCP:   Kris Flaig   (213) 473-8553 
Supergroup:  Dan Gary  (310) 830-2400 x-5316 
P3S Representative: Bill Garrett   (562) 699-7411 x-2907 
Collection Systems: Pat McDaniel  (800)-900-6201 
Public Education   Michael Simpson  (323) 342-6047 
Operator Certification: Francisco Ramirez (310) 648-5857 
Webmaster  Alec Mackie  (714) 428-4614

Open Chair: Safety

SPECIAL EVENTS CALENDAR 

www.projectpartners.com/ps/index.htm
www.ewb-la.org
http://www.waterforpeoplela.com
http://www.wef.org/
http://www.cwea.org/
http://www.labsofcwea.com/

Apr 12th

Apr 14th  –
16th

Apr 19th

Apr 24th

Apr 30th

Earth Day Fair hosted by 
LACSD and CBMWD, Whittier 
www.centralbasin.org

California Water Environment 
Association Annual 
Conference, Sacramento 
www.cwea.org

Baja House Build Engineers 
Without Boarders 
Cynthia.Lee@swe.org

LABS Installation Banquet 
www.labsofcwea.com

American Academy of 
Environmental Engineers 
Awards Luncheon, Washington 
D.C. www.aaee.net/  


