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LABS members socialize at the Awards Banquet (above left) CWEA President -elect Dave Greenwood delivers the Keynote Address 
(above center left) CWEA even ticket (above center right) LABS attendees dine at Café Scuba (left) and (below). 



LABS SEWER LEAKS – February 2008                 2                www.cwea.org 

LABS 2008 Awards Banquet at the Aquarium of the Pacific 

On January 19, 2008 the Los Angeles Basin Section (LABS) of California Water Environment 
Association held the 2008 Awards Banquet at the Aquarium of the Pacific in Long Beach.  
LABS President Pei-Chin Low initiated the ceremony by recognizing the contributions of 
corporate sponsors, public agencies, and individuals that have led to a dynamic and 
successful 2007.

Keynote speaker Dave Greenwood, 2008 CWEA President-elect, 
then delivered a challenging and inspirational message for the 
water/wastewater industry.  The most powerful point made by 
President-elect Greenwood was the 2007 opinion of a Washington 
based panel of scientists and experts that cited advances in 
sanitation as the most important accomplishment of the last 100 
years of technological advances.  Although this is certainly exciting 
and bodes well for the profession, President-elect Greenwood 
contrasted the accomplishment with the minimal amount of 
notoriety received and challenged the industry professionals 
present to join him in becoming ambassadors of the field in order to 
help CWEA achieve it’s Big Audacious Goal “The public will value 
wastewater professionals as partners in protecting the water 
environment.”

And the Winner is… 

LABS President Pei-Chin Low of MWH initiated the ceremony (left), LABS Award (center) LABS Past 
President John Mays of the City of LA distributed the Awards (right). 

CWEA President-elect Dave 
Greenwood delivered the 
keynote address 

Award Winners Jon Ganz, LACSD (left) Sean Christian, LACSD (center) Ken Rademacher LACSD and presenter 
Jon Mays CLA (right)
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The Project Engineering Achievement Award went to LACSD Los Coyotes Water 
Reclamation Plant NdeN Conversion Project.  NdeN reduces inorganic nitrogen and total 
ammonia in effluent.  The plant meets the ammonia-nitrogen limits of 1 – 2 mg/L and a 
combined nitrite/nitrate-nitrogen level of 8 mg/L on a monthly average. 

The PS3 Person of the Year Award went to Sean Christian of LACSD for work on the Storm 
Drain Initiative.  This initiative is a multi-jurisdictional effort to capture and maintain a 
comprehensive GIS layer of stormwater management infrastructure within LA County.  Sean 
has been a member o LABS for 10 years, a featured speaker at the May 2004 LABS dinner, a 
presenter at the CWEA 05 Annual Conference, and a member of the GIS, computer 
automation, and Instrumentation Committee for WEF.

The Plant of the Year >20 MGD Award went to LACSD’s Joint Water Polution Control Plant.  
The Plant began operation in 1928.  The JWPCP treats an average of 320 MGD, and is one of 
the largest wastewater treatment plants in the world.  For six consecutive years the JWPCP 
has not exceeded any permit limits, earning the Platinum AMSA award for 2006.  The Plant 
produces 21 MW of power from methane digester gas, uses biofilters for odor control, and has 
379 employees.

The Public Education – Large Budget Award went to LACSD’s Clearwater Public Outreach 
Program.  The Clearwater Program is the new facilities planning effort to provide adequate 
capacity for the service area, which includes 73 cities and unincorporated areas of LA County.  
The target audience for this program includes community leaders and key stakeholders that 
represent critical growth areas.  Outreach support material developed through the Clearwater 
program includes: 5 fact sheets, a 25-minute powerpoint presentation, an English/Spanish 
newsletter, a web site, and a 9 minute video. 

The Research Achievement Award went to LACSD’s Sequential Chlorination Program.  An 
innovative approach to minimize the formation of disinfection byproducts and improve 
disinfection performance.  The program uses breakpoint chlorination with existing mannich 
polymer and chlormination with DMA-free polymers.  The program focuses on the reduction of 
NDMA, by 50 to 75% while complying with the total coliform limit for reuse water.  NDMA is a 
carcinogen.  The process achieves 5-log inactivation of viruses, in a much shorter chlorine 
contact time than required in CA Title 22 regulations.  LACSD is working with the State 
Department of Health Services on approval reduced contact time in the chlorination tanks in 
order to control NDMA formation. 

Award winners Basil Hewitt, LACSD (left) LACSD Sequential Chlorination Program (center left), LA/Glendale Water 
Reclamation Plant (center right), Burbank Reclamation Plant, United Water operator (right)
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The Safety Award - < 25 Employees went to LA City – LA/Glendale Water Reclamation Plant. 
The LAG Water Reclamation Plant has achieved a 0 count of recordable incidents for 2 years, 
0 in lost-time incidents, and no serious injuries between 1/1/06 and 6/30/07.  The Plant has 
implemented an extensive safety program. 

The Safety Award - > 26 Employees went to the Burbank Reclamation Plant operated by 
United Water.  The Burbank Reclamation Plant has achieved a 0 count of recordable incidents 
for 2 years, 0 in lost-time incidents, and no serious injuries between 1/1/06 and 6/30/07.  The 
plant averaged 6 hours of safety training per employee per month in both 2006 and 2007. 

League of California Cities January Event at MWD

On Thursday, January 3, 2008 the League of California Cities Los Angeles County Division 
held a dinner meeting at the Metropolitan Water District in downtown Los Angeles.  The 
program began with an introduction of the Leagues 2008 strategic goals in light of the fact that 
LA County’s population is higher than that of 42 U.S. States.

James Christy from the US Census Bureau spoke on “Why you should care about the 2010 
Census.”  For example local cities, such as Monrovia, are using census data to obtain federal 
funds.

Representatives of the South Coast AQMD were present to provide technical support as the 
council of eastern cities elected a representative to the air quality committee.  After much 
discussion and three runoff elections Mayor Louie Lujan of La Puente was selected to serve as 
an air quality committee representative.  The League of California Cities is strongly committed 
to advocating policies that support sustainable communities across our state, that help build a 
strong economy, protect our environment and advance social equity.     
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Nominations Open for CWEA Los Angeles Basin Section Officers

The Los Angeles Basin Section (LABS) of CWEA is beginning the selection process for our 
2008-2009 officers.  Why don’t you nominate someone to represent your interests on our 
Board of Directors, or to serve as an officer.  LABS is now accepting nominations for Board
Members, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer.  Please contact LABS President, Pei-
Chin Low (Pei-Chin.Low@us.mwhglobal.com (626) 568-6999) or Vice President, Patrick 
Griffith (pgriffith@lacsd.org (562) 908-4288 x-2117) to nominate candidates.   

Los Angeles Department of City Planning Cornfields/Arroyo Seco Specific 
Plan Future Land Use Workshop 

On Saturday, December 1, 2007 concerned citizens, met with community advocates and LA 
city planners at the Cornfields/Arroyo Seco Specific Plan Future Land Use workshop at the LA 
Conservation Corps in China Town.  At the workshop, participants were introduced to the 
Specific Plan.  The participants were then divided into smaller groups to discuss community 
values, merits of the Specific Plan, areas for improvement, and their future vision for the area.

The top five things the participants value in a community are: parks and open space, mixed 
uses, transit options, safety, and a sense of community heritage, history and character.

Participants felt that the LA River is central to the 
effectiveness of the Specific Plan.  The participants liked the 
River’s inclusion in the plan area and wanted to see 
improved access to the River.

The participants like the fact that the Specific Plan area is 
close to transit options.  Attendees pointed out that mass 
transit is available, affordable, and that Union Station is 
close.

The participants commented that they like the cultural 
diversity and the diversification of land uses in the area.
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The Cornfields/Arroyo Seco Vision 
Concerns expressed included the loss of affordable housing and the loss of the areas 
character and historical significance due to gentrification.  A large number of participants are 
also concerned about potential traffic issues, the need for better transit options, and the need 
to make the area more pedestrian and bike friendly.

The participants envision an area that has a vibrant mix of open space, residential, industrial, 
and commercial uses.  Some of the uses specifically envisioned are affordable housing, retail, 
entertainment, and services.  Participants also want to see access to open space and the 
River for all income levels and the creation of job opportunities in the area. 

Monrovia Works Event a Huge Success! 
California’s students are leaving school an the rate of about 150,000 a year.  A number 
equivalent to the population of Torrance, or Irvine, or all of Imperial County.  Fewer than 70% 
of ninth-graders statewide will graduate from high school, and in some districts the 
perceentage drops to less than half.    

Reducing the dropout rate statewide will require a profound rethinking of how we encourage 
students to stay in school.  A report released in 2006 by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
found that almost half of dropouts say they left school because they did not see any real-world 
or work-world, applicability to what they were learning.   

Rising to this challenge, the City of Monrovia 
Chamber of Commerce coordinated the Monrovia 
Works Symposium series presented by local business 
people to students. On December 5, 2007 the third in 
the series was held at Monrovia Highschool.  
Approximately sixty (60) local businesses participated 
in shaping the workforce for the future of Monrovia.  
At this event professionals from multiple career paths 
participated with students in an honest discussion 
about the correlation between work opportunities, 
saleries, and education.

The purpose of the event was to capture the interest of our students early and get them 
actively thinking and working toward their future job and college preparation, this in turn will 
benefit everyone.  The professionals that participated all called it a rewarding experience.

Mayor Rob Hammond of Monrovia welcomes students and mentors to the 2007 Monrovia Works event 

MathematicsMathematics

Sound ScienceSound Science

CommunicationCommunication

Maximize Future 
Opportunities



THE LOS ANGELES BASIN SECTION OF THE CWEA
HOSTS A DINNER AND TRAINING MEETING

WWaasstteewwaatteerr TTrreeaattmmeenntt iinn TToommoorrrrooww’’ss CClliimmaattee CChhaannggee
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California is under the gun to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 1990 levels by the year 
2020.  This commitment and increasing public concern has led to dramatic activity by 
many regulatory agencies in recent months.  In a proactive approach, California 
wastewater agencies have formed the California Wastewater Climate Change Group
(CWCCG) to provide a unified voice for the wastewater industry and head a specific effort 
to develop of estimation methods for CH4 and N2O emissions from WWTP treatment 
processes.  Brian Whitaker will provide a summary of CWCCG progress to date, the plan of 
action in place to appropriately represent WWTP emissions, and strategies considered by 
wastewater agencies to address potential mandates.

DDiinnnneerr iiss aatt 66::3300;; pprreesseennttaattiioonn aatt 77::1155;; jjooiinn uuss aatt 66::0000 ffoorr tthhee mmiixxeerr iiff yyoouu ccaann..

Dinner Menu:
Meals include soup or salad, appetizers 
(Formaggio Fritti or Bruschetta), and your
choice of:

Meat Ravioli “Hoboken Style”
Stuffed with Beef and Pork and Served

with Marinara Sauce 

Chicken Florentine
Sautéed with Marsala Wine Sauce.

Topped with Sautéed Spinach and
Mozzarella

Fettucine Primavera
 (for vegetarians)

Address & Phone:
Maria’s Italian Kitchen
16608 Ventura Blvd. 
Encino Park, CA 91436 
(818) 783-2920

Reservations:
RSVP By MONDAY, February 25th
RSVP (with one menu choice from above) to 
Patrick Griffith by e-mail (preferred method) 
at mailto:pgriffith@lacsd.org

-or-
by phone at 562-908-4288, x-2117

Dinner Cost: (pay at the door) 

Member $25
Non-Member $30
Student / Retiree $15

Handicap Accommodations Available 



Donald G. Rosenberg and
Associates, Inc.
6442 Coldwater Caynon, Suite 101
North Hollywood, CA 91606

John H. Wilson, Jr. ph: 818-508-4523
18377 Stanislaus Street ph: 714-593-0325 fax: 818-508-6126
Fountain Valley, CA 92708 Fax: 205-307-3886 Donald G. Rosenberg, Principal

BioCOPE, Inc.
Pat McDaniel, President
23711 Hix Drive
Canyon, TX 79015
ph: 800-900-6201 Amir Soltanieh
Fax: 888-473-4948 3010 Floyd St. Orange County Office
www.biocope.com Burbank, CA 91504-2599 ph: (949) 855-0919
pmcdaniel@biocope.com ph: 818-562-5282 fax: (949) 855-0929

fax: 818-842-3217 www.flo-systems.net

James H. Clark, P.E.
Vice President Marc Sanchez
800 Wilshire blvd. # 600 1241 N. Lakeview Ave. Suite T
Los Angeles, CA 90017 Anaheim, CA 92807
ph: 213-312-3300 Ph: (714) 779-0911
Fax: 213-312-3399 Fax: (714) 693-1715
www.bv.com www.cortechpumps.com
clarkjh@bv.com

Ferric/Ferrous Chloride Dhiru Patel, P.E., Vice President ph: 626-912-3391, x-209
Dan Zinman Drinking Water 1199 S. Fullerton Rd. fax: 626-912-2015
ph: 805-402-3233 Wastewater City of Industry, CA 91748-1232 dhiru-p@lee-ro.com
www.californiawatertechnologies.com Produced in Southern California www.lee-ro.com

Kris Brooks
Judi Miller, P.E., Project Manager ph: 213-538-1388 x-8236 155 Balboa St. ph: 760-510-8030
1000 Wilshire blvd., 21st floor direct: 213-228-8236 Suite D-9 fax: 760-510-8031
Los Angeles, CA 90071 mobile: 949-293-3468 San Marcos, CA 92069 www.marcabcoinc.com
Judi.Miller@CH2M.com fax: 714-424-2153

Murrill Adams
1200 N. Jefferson, Unit M
Anaheim, CA 92807
ph: 714-630-3861
fax: 714-630-4807

R. Bruce Zimmerman, Vice President ph: 760-931-0555 Toll Free: 866-462-3577
5411 Avenida Encinas. Suite 250 fax: 760-931-9115 www.goldenbellproducts.com
Carlsbad, CA 92008 bruce@coombshopkins.com

11111 Santa Monica Blvd.
Suite 750
Los Angeles, CA 90025
Tel: (310) 893-2700 Alec Mackie 290 Paularino Ave
Fax: (310) 893-2750 Marketing Manager Costa Mesa, CA 92626

www.brownandcaldwell.com/ JWC Environmental P: 714-428-4614
www.jwce.com alecm@jwce.com

LABS  CORPORATE  SPONSORS

Engineering
Excellence in Water & 
Envirostructure

Interested in Becoming a Corporate Sponsor?
Contact Pat McDaniel at

800-900-6201 pmcdaniel@biocope.com



Geoffrey A. Carthew, P.E., V.P. Dir. of Wastewater Services Surendra Thakral, P.E.
MWH Americas, Inc. V.P.  S.W. Business ph: 626-440-6263
301 North Lake Ave., Suite 600 ph: 626-796-9141 Development Manager cell: 626-483-3171
Pasadena, CA 91101 Direct: 626-568-6290 100 West Walnut, St. fax: 626-440-6337
geoffrey.a.carthew@mwhglobal.com fax: 626-568-6101 Pasadena, CA 91124 surendra.thakral@parsons.com

Lou Giordano
209 E. Alameda St.
Suite 204
Burbank, CA 91502-2674
ph: 818-500-9495

Pacific Process Equipment, Inc. fax: 818-500-9799 Steven Stump ph: 714-847-1317
www.pacificprocess.com 17631 Metzler Lane fax: 714-847-6907

Huntington Beach, CA 92647 Lic. 686371

Rick Di Cesare
1111 Rancho Conejo blvd., Suite 501
Newbury Park, CA 91320
ph: 805-498-3811 Chuck Parsons ph: 714-891-2323
ph: 805-498-2601 5841 Engineer Dr. ph: 800-726-2664
fax: 805-498-7631 Huntington Bch., CA 92649 fax: 714-891-2524
rick@mrctechnologies.com chuck@sancon.com cell: 714-231-3630

www.sancon.com Contr. Lic. 731797

Bay Area Process
14365 Meadow Dr.
Grass Valley, CA 95945
Marc Cuniberti, Engineer
Ph: (530) 272-2298 Steve Ahles, Proj. Manager, Burbank Water Reclamation Plant
Fax: (530) 272-2753 740 North Lake St. ph: 818-972-1115, x-20
Pager: (530) 270-2086 Burbank, CA 91502 cell: 805-551-8997
bayareaprocess@earthlink.net steve.ahles@unitedwater.com fax: 818-845-0718

Water Resource Measurement and Control Sales    Service    Training
Temperature/Pressure Dave Snyder Lisa Haller ph: 760-635-9237
Level/Flow 818-772-8720 1042 N. El Camino Real, Suite B-228 ph: 800-804-7772
ph, ORP, O2 dave@sensorguys.com Encinitas, CA 92024 fax: 760-635-9156
Conductivity, O3, PID www.sensorguys.com www.westcoastsafetysupply.com wcssc@sbcglobal.net

Industrial Tools - Safety
Environmental Health Products
David Tucker - Sales/Customer Service
294 West Bonita
Pomona, CA 91767 (909) 392-3442
www.jgtucker.com (909) 392-3466 Fax
david@jgtucker.com (909) 223-4243 Cell

LABS  CORPORATE  SPONSORS

W
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Goulds Galigher

Moyno Durco Caster

J.G. Tucker & Son, Inc.
Interested in Becoming a Corporate 

Sponsor?
Contact Pat McDaniel at

800-900-6201
pmcdaniel@biocope.com



Sewer Leaks Editor 

Wendy Wert 
1955 Workman Mill Rd. 
Whittier, CA 90601 

LABS Board of Directors 

President:  Pei-Chin Low  (626) 568-6999 
Vice President:  Patrick Griffith  (562) 908-4288 x-2117
Treasurer:  Dan Gary  (310) 830-2400 x-5316
Director:  Hala Titus  (213) 312-3330 
Director:  Pat McDaniel  (800) 900-6201 
Director:  Wendy Wert              (562) 908-4288 x-2128
Past President:  John Mays  (818) 778-4138 

Address Changes 

Please contact our Membership Chair, Marge Okabe at (310) 375-0448 
or send an email to labs-membership@earthlink.net

LABS Committee Chairs 
Programs:    Patrick Griffith  (562) 908-4288 x-2117 
Newsletter:    Wendy Wert   (562) 908-4288 x-2128 
Membership:    Marge Okabe   (310) 375-0448 
WW Treatment & Reuse: Reza Iranpour   (310) 648-5280 
Awards:   John Mays    (818) 778-4138 
TCP:   Kris Flaig   (213) 473-8553 
Supergroup:  Dan Gary  (310) 830-2400 x-5316 
Indus. Waste Insp.: Bill Garrett   (562) 699-7411 x-2907 
Collection Systems: Pat McDaniel  (800)-900-6201 
Public Education   Michael Simpson  (323) 342-6047 
Operator Certification: Francisco Ramirez (310) 648-5857 
Webmaster  Alec Mackie  (714) 428-4614

Open Chair: Safety

SPECIAL EVENTS CALENDAR 

www.projectpartners.com/ps/index.htm
www.ewb-la.org
http://www.waterforpeople.org/
http://www.wef.org/
http://www.cwea.org/
http://www.labsofcwea.com/

Feb 4th  –
5th

Feb 9th  –
12th

Feb 23rd

Feb 25th  –
27th

Feb 24th  –
27th

C.R.R.A  Certification 
Workshop, San Diego 
http://www.crra.com/certifications/h
ow.html

16th US Composting Council 
Annual Conference, Oakland 
http://www.compostingcouncil.org/in
dex.cfm

Cornfields Arroyo Seco Specific 
Plan Community Workshop, 
Los Angeles 
http://cornfieldsla.googlepages.com

CWEA 35th P3S Conference 
Pretreatment, Long Beach 
http://www.cwea.org

WEF Specialty The Utility 
Management Conference™  
Tampa, Florida 
 http://www.wef.org 



Something New
to Enjoy with
Your Morning Coffee or Tea...

www.sewerleaks.com
LA’s freshest wastewater news, from your friends at LABS.


