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Academy of Environmental Engineers 2010 Annual West Coast Event:  
Excellence in Environmental Engineering 
By Wendy Wert 
 
On September 23, 2010 the American Academy of Environmental Engineers (AAEE) hosted their 
annual West Coast Event titled Excellence in Environmental Engineering (E3) at the Metropolitan 
Water District’s (MWD) headquarters in Los Angeles. The 2010 AAEE West Coast Event began with al 
fresco networking in the patio area.  Guests then proceeded to the MWD boardroom for the technical 
portion of the program.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Benita Horn and Darlene Lilly (lt) Deb Bogdanoff and Mischelle Mische (ctr) Anne Carayon, Dwain 
Tucker, and Pei-Chin Low (rt) 

 
 
 

AAEE Vice President Mike Selna welcomed attendees with a brief overview of the Academy.  A 
primary objective of the Academy is to certify environmental engineers in their area of expertise, which 
include, Air Pollution Control, General Environmental Engineering, Hazardous Waste Management, 
Industrial Hygiene, Radiation Protection, Solid Waste Management, Water Supply/Wastewater 
Engineering and most recently Sustainability.  Board Certification is the next step beyond Professional 
Engineering licensure.  Annually the Academy administers the Excellence in Environmental 
Engineering® Competition to identify and reward achievement in the field of environmental 
engineering. This year’s event showcased two Southern California international E3 award-winning 
projects.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Attendees enjoy dinner (rt) Attendees network in the patio area of MWD’s Los Angeles headquarters (rt)

Vice President Selna introduced the first Speaker, Chairman of the Board of Directors for the 
Metropolitan Water District, Tim Brick.  Chairman Brick serves as a passionate water quality advocate 
through local, state, and federal associations.  He is a Director for the national Alliance for Water 
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Efficiency, an Advisor to the Water Resources Center at the University of California Berkeley, and a 
key developer of MWD’s World Water Forum, which provides global water education grants to 
Southern California colleges.  Chairman Brick’s presentation shared key water-enhancing strategies 
from his substantial experience.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Featured Speaker, Dr. Kent Sorenson, Jr. of CDM (lt) Featured Speaker, Chairman Tim Brick of MWD (rt)

The featured project, MWD’s Inland Feeder Program won the (E3) Environmental Sustainability 
Honor Award.  The Inland Feeder is a 44-mile long, 12-foot diameter water conveyance system that 
was planned, designed and constructed with environmental stewardship as one of its guiding principles.  
The $1.2 billion facility, completed in September 2009, ensures water supply reliability for nearly 19 
million residents by mitigating the impact of ongoing climate change on the water supply and potential 
service interruptions caused by earthquakes on nearby faults.  With the Inland Feeder operation, 
Metropolitan can now fully utilize the largest water supply/conveyance system constructed in Southern 
California since the 1960s. 

Attendees network in the patio area of MWD’s Los Angeles headquarters 
 
Chairman Brick broadened the discussion by challenging water quality professionals to consider our 
global water situation: 1.1 billion people do not have access to safe drinking water (1/6th of the world’s 
population) and 2.2 million people die every year from diseases associated with a lack of access to safe 
drinking water, inadequate sanitation and poor hygiene. Here in North America, we are experiencing 
water supply and quality challenges.  Three percent of all the energy used in California is consumed to 
move water to Southern California.  In addition to energy efficiency concerns there are supply 
constraints.  For example pumping restrictions are in place in the bay-delta to protect the delta smelt and 
we are experiencing a drought cycle in the Colorado River Basin.  We need to identify new local water 
resources to address these concerns.  Chairman Brick suggested that local conservation efforts result in 
“new water”.  Irrigation is a substantial consumer in this arid region.  Public education efforts that result 
in drought tolerant plant selections reduce the local irrigation demand.  Another potential “new water” 
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could be local reclaimed resources.  For example, MWD and its member agencies are partnering with 
Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts to seriously consider the use of highly treated (reverse osmosis) 
recycled product water as a viable local supply.  Chairman Brick acknowledged that there are quality 
concerns, such as the potential for endocrine disrupting compounds, associated with the full-scale 
development of this resource.  Therefore, the first step is jointly funded research to assess the 
appropriate level of treatment and corresponding uses for local recycled water resources.   
 
Vice President Selna then introduced the second Speaker, Dr. Kent Sorenson, Jr., Vice President and 
Assistant Chief Technical Officer at CDM.  Dr. Sorenson is an environmental engineer experienced in 
groundwater characterization and remediation.  His work focuses on in situ remediation of 
contaminants, including aspects of microbiology, hydrogeology, and geochemistry.  Dr. Sorenson 
described CDM’s patented groundwater technology that is being applied to reduce the migration of 
contamination plumes and remediate sources, which describe another of Chairman Brick’s potential 
“new water” resources.     
 
The featured project, CDM’s Technology for InSitu Biodegradation of Perchlorate and Nitrate won the 
Superior Achievement Award.  This program, located in Rancho Cordova, developed a patented 
process called Gaseous Electron Donor Injection Technology (GEDIT) that successfully remediates 
contaminates in deep soil. CDM collaborated with the U.S. Department of Defense and Aerojet-General 
Corporation to develop this technology.  

Attendees enjoy dinner and camaraderie at MWD’s Los Angeles headquarters 
 
Perchlorate is widely used as an oxidizer in rocket fuel, munitions, fireworks, and road flares.  Due to 
past ground disposal during manufacturing and testing, perchlorate still leaches into groundwater from 
soil.  As an endocrine-disrupting compound, perchlorate can interfere with thyroid function, leading to 
serious health issues.  Until now, remediation technologies for perchlorate and nitrate have not 
effectively addressed source contamination in soil that leaches into groundwater.  CDM collaborated 
with the U.S. Department of Defense Environmental Security Technology Certification Program and 
Aerojet-General Corporation to research, develop, and prove an innovative in situ bioremediation 
process.  In field tests, the patented technology successfully remediated perchlorate and nitrate in soil 
beyond the 90-percent reduction goal.  
 
An essential component of Certification is the Academy’s continuing education requirements.  The 2010 
West Coast Event provided the membership with an enlightened and inspired training opportunity. 
Through the practice of “Excellence in Environmental Engineering” the profession, continues its 
journey toward making universal access to safe water a reality.    
 



www.LABSofCWEA.com

1. Grilled Chicken
2. Prime Rib
3. Vegetable En Croute
Cash bar
Dessert and coffee

With meal choice by 12/30: 
wwert@lacsd.org
email preferred, or call Wendy 
Wert at (562) 908.4288 ext. 2128

Please pay at the door cash or 
check, sorry no credit cards:
$50 ea. CWEA Members 
$60 ea. Non-members 
$12 parking

Saturday, Jan. 8th • 6:00pm • Queen Mary, Board Room
710  fwy south, exit 1A to Piers F-J/Queen Mary. Hotel/restaurant parking. Elevators to 4th floor, shore side, aft. 

Caution: freeway construction in the area, please follow Queen Mary signs carefully!
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The 2011 LABS Awards Banquet – the Best of the Best in Operations, Maintenance, 
Safety, Research, Engineering, Collection Systems, P3S, Public Outreach and more!

Your host:
  Hala Titus

  LABS Past-President
Black & Veatch

  
 

Thanks to Coombs-Hopkins for kindly sponsoring this years 
Awards Banquet. Learn more at www.coombshopkins.com



Marjorie Boone
Office: (714) 245-9440 x104
Fax:    (714) 245-9443

Noel K. Esten - Senior Sales Engineer
2398 California Avenue Signal Hill, CA 90755

888-997-9465 • Mobile (562) 480-4919�

www.joshuacasey.com
PO Box 25704 
Anaheim, CA  92825
mboone@joshuacasey.com

Environmental, Health & Safety • Training & Consultation  • HR

R. Bruce Zimmerman, President
5411 Avenida Encinas. Suite 250
Carlsbad, CA 92008

www.coombshopkins.com
ph: 760-931-0555
cell: (714) 745-0678
bruce@coombshopkins.com

Bay Area Process
14365 Meadow Dr.
Grass Valley, CA 95945
Marc Cuniberti, President
Ph: (530) 272-2298
Fax: (530) 272-2753
Toll Free (800) 326-4039
bayareaprocess@att.net
Website: www.RUECKCO.com

Pumps • Parts • Systems • Repairs • Rentals
Goulds 	      Galigher

James H. Clark, P.E.
Vice President
800 Wilshire Blvd. #600
Los Angeles, CA 90017
ph: 213-312-3300
Fax: 213-312-3399
clarkjh@bv.com

www.bv.com

BioCOPE, Inc. 
Pat McDaniel, President
23711 Hix Drive Canyon, TX 79015 
Ph: 800-900-6201
Fax: 888-473-4948
pmcdaniel@biocope.com

www.biocope.com

Reymundo Trejo
515 S. Flower St., 3rd Floor
Los Angeles, CA  90071
reymundo.trejo@aecom.com

www.aecom.com

Murrial Adams
1200 N. Jefferson, Unit M
Anaheim, CA 92807
Phone: (714) 630-3861
Fax: (714) 630-4807
Toll Free: (866) 462-3577
info@goldenbellproducts.com

www.goldenbellproducts.com

Gabriel Zink
Sales Engineer
22785 Savi Ranch Parkway
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
gabriel@cortechpumps.com
Phone: 714-779-0911
Mobile: 714 904-7487www.cortechpumps.com

Supplier of Pumps and Process Equipment

Help sponsor LABS 

for only $120/year. 

Contact Alec Mackie

(714) 428-4614 

alecm@jwce.com

We’re Your Sensor Guys!
(818) 772-8720 Fax (818) 772-2477
email: sales@sensorguys.com
www.sensorguys.com

www.cec-h2o.com

Industrial and Municipal Water and Waste Treatment Systems
6739 So. Washington Ave./PO Box 469/Whittier, CA 90608-0469

(562) 945-3425   Fax (562) 693-5257
Patrick F. Kennedy pfk@calencon.com

CALIFORNIA
ENVIRONMENTAL
CONTROLS, INC.

WATER
AND WASTEWATER

ENGINEERED SYSTEMS
SEWAGE LIFT STATIONS 

SELF PRIMING / SUBMERSIBLE

Represented by:
California Environmental Controls 

562-945-3425

2010 
LABS 
SPONSORS

2010 
LABS 
SPONSORS

ODOR CONTROL • VAPOR & WATER FILTRATION • G.A.C.
www.enventcorporation.com



Steven Stump
17631 Metzler Lane
Huntington Beach, CA 92647

ph: 714-847-1317
fax: 714-847-6907
www.ssmechanical.biz

Lic. 686371

www.sancon.com

Chuck Parsons
5841 Engineer Dr. 
Huntington Bch., CA 92649
chuck@sancon.com
ph: 714-891-2323
ph: 800-726-2664
fax: 714-891-2524
cell: 714-231-3630
Contr. Lic. 731797

Lou Giordano
1146 N Central Ave. Ste 123
Glendale, CA 91202
ph: 818-500-9495
cell: 818-489-8450
fax: 818-500-9799

www.pacificprocess.com • lgiordano@pacificprocess.com

www.rmcwater.com

2400 Broadway Ste. 300
Santa Monica, CA 90404
310-566-6460 ph
310-566-6461 fax

Innovative Solutions for 
Water and the Environment

Kris Brooks
155 Balboa St. Suite D-9
San Marcos, CA 92069 
ph: 760-510-8030 
fax: 760-510-8031

www.marcabcoinc.com

Joseph A. Wojslaw, P.E.
Vice President
618 Michilinda Ave. Ste. 200
Arcadia, California 91007
ph: 626-796-9141
Direct: 626-568-6194
Fax: 626-568-6101

www.mwhglobal.com • joseph.a.wojslaw@mwhglobal.com

Chris McCampbell
27101 Burbank, Suite B
Foothill Ranch, CA 92610
(949) 458-5555
(949) 458-5500 Fax
cmccampbell@miscowater.com

www.miscowater.com www.jwce.com

Muffin Monster®

Auger Monster®

Honey Monster® septage receiving
Finescreen Monster®

Bandscreen Monster®

Drumscreen Monster®

Screenings Washer Monster®

Represented by Misco Water

Dhiru Patel, P.E.
Vice President
1199 S. Fullerton Rd.
City of Industry, CA 91748
ph: 626-912-3391, x209 
fax: 626-912-2015
dhiru-p@lee-ro.com

www.lee-ro.com

Engineering Excellence
in Water & Envirostructure

Anthony Gaddie
Branch Manager
1301 E Spring St
Long Beach, CA 90806
ph: 562-595-7760
cell: 562-254-0800
agaddie@rainforrent.com

www.rainforrent.com

Advertise Here! 
Help sponsor LABS for only $120/year 

Contact Alec Mackie (714) 428-4614 alecm@jwce.com

Amir Soltanieh
3010 Floyd St. 
Burbank, CA 91504
Ph.: (818) 562-5282
Fax: (818) 842-3217

Orange County Office
Ph. (949) 855-0919
Fax (949) 855-0929

www.flo-systems.net



 

SPECIAL EVENTS CALENDAR 
 

 
Dec 8th Easements for 

Wastewater Facilities; 
Irvine;  
http://www.cwea.org/sarbs/ 

 
Dec 8th Introduction to Corporate 

Social Responsibility, 
Sustainability and Green 
Buildings; UC Irvine; 
http://unex.uci.edu/services/event
s/ 

 
 
Jan 8th LABS Awards Banquet, 

Long Beach, 
http://www.labsofcwea.com/ 

 
Jan 18th One Day Specialty 

Workshop; Biosolids; 
Whittier, 
http://www.labsofcwea.com/ 

 
Jan 20th Collections Training 

Seminar; Huntington 
Beach; 
http://www.labsofcwea.com/

Sewer Leaks Editor 
 
Matthew Copeland 
1955 Workman Mill Rd. 
Whittier, CA 90601 

LABS Board of Directors 
 
President:  Pat McDaniel  (800) 900-6201 
Vice President:  Wendy Wert              (562) 908-4288 x-2128
Treasurer:  Ian Mackenzie  (310) 648-6134  
Director:  Alec Mackie  (714) 428-4614 
Director:  Basil Hewitt  (562) 908-4288 x-2311
Director:  Amanda Schmidt (310) 566-6460 
Past President:   Hala Titus  (213) 312-3330  

Please contact Marge Okabe at (310) 375-0448 or email 
labsofcwea@hotmail.com

 
Address Changes  

 
 

LABS Committee Chairs 
Programs:    Wendy Wert  (562) 908-4288 x-2128 
Newsletter:    Matthew Copeland (562) 908-4288 x-2180 
Membership:    Marge Okabe   (310) 375-0448 
WW Treatment & Reuse: Mischelle Mische  (562) 908-4288 x-2488 
Awards:   Hala Titus  (213) 312-3330  
TCP:   John Mays   (818) 778-4138 

Webmaster:  Miluska Propersi  (310) 566-6460 
Young Professionals: Amanda Schmidt   (310) 566-6460 

CWEA Director:  Ann Heil   (562) 699-7411 x-2803 

Supergroup:  Dan Gary  (310) 830-2400 x-5316 
P3S Representative: Bill Garrett   (562) 699-7411 x-2907 
Collection Systems: Pat McDaniel  (800)-900-6201 
Public Education   Michael Simpson  (323) 342-6047 
Operator Certification: Francisco Ramirez (310) 648-5857 

Outreach Coordinator: Erika De Hollan  (562) 908-4288 x-2836 
 

CWEA Liaisons 

Southern CA Rep:  Debra Bogdanoff  (562) 908-4288 x-2734 

http://www.labsofcwea.com/ 
http://www.cwea.org/ 
http://www.wef.org/ 

http://www.labsofcwea.com/
http://www.labsofcwea.com/
http://www.labsofcwea.com/
http://unex.uci.edu/services/events/
http://unex.uci.edu/services/events/
http://unex.uci.edu/services/events/
http://www.labsofcwea.com/
http://www.labsofcwea.com/
http://www.labsofcwea.com/
http://www.cwea.org/conferences
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