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Dec 2011 SEWER LEAKS 
A Publication of Los Angeles Basin Section of the CWEA 

In This Issue: 

----- AAEE/AIDIS/WEF Breakfast with the AAEE President ----- 
----- LABS Awards Banquet Flyer ----- 

 

Judges Needed for the Environmental Competition at the ASCE Pacific Southwest Regional 
Conference Cal Poly, Pomona, March 22nd-24th RSVP: www.pswc2012.org/  

 

Time:    12/8/2011 Thursday   6-8:30pm 
Visit www.labsofcwea.com/ for more info 

RSVP:   Nicole at – nicole.you@lacity.org (until sold out) 
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AAEE President Speaks at AAEE/AIDIS/WEF  
Breakfast in Los Angeles 

 
By Wendy Wert 

On October 17, 2011 Brian P. Flynn, P.E., BCEE, president of the American Academy of 
Environmental Engineers, was the featured speaker at the AAEE/AIDIS/WEF Breakfast in Los 
Angeles. He discussed details of a successful startup of a large-scale industrial wastewater 
treatment plant utilizing a powdered activated carbon and the activated sludge process 
(PACT).  Brian explained that PACT combines the use of powdered activated carbon with the 
activated sludge process.  In this process, when the activated carbon is added directly to the 
aeration tank, biological oxidation and physical adsorption occur simultaneously. The 
discussion continued with an interesting “lesson learned” scenario that demonstrated the 
importance of hydraulic design in these processes.  Attendees related well to Brian’s 
description of himself as a young engineer responsible for a system which appeared to lose 
the entire dose of activated carbon.  As it turned out, the activated carbon had settled out of 
solution and was discovered in a hydraulic dead zone in the base of the reactor.    

 
Speaker Flynn continued by describing process advantages associated with the addition of 
powdered activated carbon, which include: (1) system stability during shock loads, (2) 
reduction of refractory priority pollutants, (3) color and ammonia removal, and (4) improved 
sludge settleability.  An illustration of the need for color attenuation for the subject industrial 
waste was provided.    He continued by explaining that in industrial waste applications, where 
nitrification is inhibited by toxic organics, the application of powdered activated carbon may 
reduce or limit this inhibition.   
 
The solids retention time (SRT), as speaker Flynn explained, is related to the dosage of 
powdered activated carbon and the mixed liquor-powdered activated carbon suspended solids 
concentration.  The SRT represents the average period of time during which the sludge has 
remained in the system.  SRT is the most critical parameter for activated-sludge design, as 
SRT affects the treatment process performance, aeration tank volume, sludge production and 
oxygen requirements.  Carbon dosages typically range from 20 to 200 mg/L.  With higher SRT 
values, the organic removal per unit of carbon is enhanced, thereby improving the process 
efficiency.  Reasons cited for this phenomenon include (1) additional biodegradation due to 
decreased toxicity, (2) degradation of normally nondegradable substances due to increased 

Attendees at sold out AAEE/AIDIS/WEF Breakfast (lt) Featured Speaker Brian Flynn, P.E., BCEE (rt). 
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exposure time to the biomass through adsorption on the carbon, and (3) replacement of low-
molecular-weight compounds with high-molecular-weight compounds, resulting in improved 
adsorption efficiency and lower toxicity. 
 

 

 
Key control concepts, including the use of adenosine triphosphate (ATP) analyses, 
optimization of carbon usage, and response to upset, were covered.  Speaker Flynn described 
intracellular ATP as an excellent indicator of microbial activity in industrial environments.  ATP 
is the primary energy-transferring molecule in all living cells.  Metabolic processes that produce 
energy in a cell use ATP to transfer the energy to other cell reactions, which require energy. 
While alive, cells produce ATP continuously.  When processes for ATP production are 
inhibited, all available ATP is consumed.  Without ATP, bacteria become dormant, and unable 
to maintain cell integrity, eventually die.  When cells are killed, their ATP rapidly decreases. 
Thus, ATP can be used to monitor levels of metabolically active organisms in a liquid or 
deposit sample.  ATP detects both aerobic and anaerobic bacteria. Thus, there is no bias from 
growth medium composition or conditions. Results are generated on-site in less than one 
minute.  These portable sampling devices with built-in reagents work well for bulk water and 
surface deposit samples. 

 
Speaker Flynn provided a brief overview of the Academy.  A primary objective of the Academy 
is to certify environmental engineers in their area of expertise, which include: Air Pollution 
Control, General Environmental Engineering, Hazardous Waste Management, Industrial 
Hygiene, Radiation Protection, Solid Waste Management, Water Supply and Wastewater and 
Sustainability.  Board Certification is the next step beyond Professional Engineering licensure.  
AAEE also offers membership categories that serve all levels from students to senior 

Renowned attendee Glen T. Daigger, Ph.D., P.E., BCEE, NAE contributes to the Q&A discussion 

AAEE Executive Director Joe Cavarretta (lt), Attendees (ctr), WEF Representative Paul Freedman (rt).
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managers.  To learn more about the organization, benefits of membership, and how to join, 
please go to AAEE’s website at www.aaee.net.    

 
The Environmental Engineering Profession 
Speaker Flynn explained that recently many renowned professionals have been engaged in 
discussions related to the evolving role of the Environmental Engineer. There is consensus 
within the field that the major achievements within the industry have relied on the contributions 
of gifted experts from multiple disciplines.   For example, in 1919 Civil engineer Abel Wolman 
and chemist Linn H. Enslow of the Maryland Department of Health in Baltimore developed a 
rigorous scientific formula for the chlorination of urban water supplies.  However, establishing 
the knowledge was not enough, there is a distinct political and public outreach component to 
the profession.  To illustrate this, Abel Wolman had to overcome strong opposition to convince 
local governments that adding the correct amounts of otherwise poisonous chemicals to the 
water supply is beneficial and crucial to the public health.  By the 1930’s chlorination and 
filtration of the public water supplies eliminates waterborne diseases such as cholera, typhoid, 
hepatitis A, and dysentery. 

 
Not only water professionals believe the advent of basic wastewater collection and treatment in 
the 20th century resulted in direct benefits to the public health in the United States and other 
developed countries.  For example in 2007, thousands of readers of the prestigious British 
Medical Journal picked sanitation, or wastewater collection and treatment as the “most 
important medical advance since 1840.”   
            
An essential component of Certification is the Academy’s continuing education requirements.  
The sold out AAEE/AIDIS/WEF Breakfast provided the membership with an enlightened and 
inspired training opportunity. Through collaborative partnerships with organizations dedicated 
to environmental, sanitary and health preservation, such as the AAEE, the Inter-American 
Sanitary and Environmental Engineering Association (AIDIS), and the Water Environment 
Federation (WEF) the profession, continues its journey toward making universal safe drinking 
water a reality.   

Attendees enjoy networking at the sold out AAEE/AIDIS/WEF Breakfast (above). 
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Noel K. Esten - Senior Sales Engineer
2398 California Avenue Signal Hill, CA 90755

888-997-9465 • Mobile (562) 480-4919�

www.joshuacasey.com

Environmental, Health & Safety • Training & Consultation  • HR

R. Bruce Zimmerman, President
5411 Avenida Encinas. Suite 250
Carlsbad, CA 92008

www.coombshopkins.com
ph: (760) 931-0555
cell: (714) 745-0678
bruce@coombshopkins.com

Bay Area Process
14365 Meadow Dr.
Grass Valley, CA 95945
Marc Cuniberti, President
Ph: (530) 272-2298
Fax: (530) 272-2753
Toll Free (800) 326-4039
bayareaprocess@att.net
Website: www.RUECKCO.com

Pumps • Parts • Systems • Repairs • Rentals
Goulds 	      Galigher

James H. Clark, P.E.
Vice President
800 Wilshire Blvd. #600
Los Angeles, CA 90017
ph: 213-312-3300
Fax: 213-312-3399
clarkjh@bv.com

www.bv.com

BioCOPE, Inc. 
23711 Hix Drive Canyon, TX 79015 
Ph: 800-900-6201
Fax: 888-473-4948
www.biocope.com

www.biocope.com

David Prasifka, P.E.
Operations Manager, Water
515 S. Flower St., 3rd Floor
Los Angeles, CA  90071
(213) 593-8070
david.prasifka@aecom.com

www.aecom.com

Murrill Adams
1200 N. Jefferson, Unit M
Anaheim, CA 92807
Phone: (714) 630-3861
Fax: (714) 630-4807
Toll Free: (866) 462-3577
info@goldenbellproducts.com

Marjorie Boone
PO Box 25704 
Anaheim, CA  92825
mboone@joshuacasey.com
Office: (714) 245-9440 x104
Fax:    (714) 245-9443

www.goldenbellproducts.com

Gabriel Zink
Sales Engineer
22785 Savi Ranch Parkway
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
gabriel@cortechpumps.com
Phone: 714-779-0911
Mobile: 714 904-7487www.cortechpumps.com

Supplier of Pumps and Process Equipment

Help sponsor LABS 
for only $120/year. 

Contact John Biggs 
213-271-2300 

jbiggs@brwncald.com

We’re Your Sensor Guys!
(818) 772-8720 Fax (818) 772-2477
email: sales@sensorguys.com
www.sensorguys.com

www.cec-h2o.com

Industrial and Municipal Water and Waste Treatment Systems
6739 So. Washington Ave./PO Box 469/Whittier, CA 90608-0469

(562) 945-3425   Fax (562) 693-5257
Patrick F. Kennedy pfk@calencon.com

CALIFORNIA
ENVIRONMENTAL
CONTROLS, INC.

WATER
AND WASTEWATER

ENGINEERED SYSTEMS
SEWAGE LIFT STATIONS 

SELF PRIMING / SUBMERSIBLE

Represented by:
California Environmental Controls 

562-945-3425

2011 
LABS 
SPONSORS

ODOR CONTROL • VAPOR & WATER FILTRATION • G.A.C.
www.enventcorporation.com



Full Range of Guaranteed Sewer Maintenance Services

Steven Stump
17631 Metzler Lane
Huntington Beach, CA 92647

ph: 714-847-1317
fax: 714-847-6907
www.ssmechanical.biz

Lic. 686371

www.sancon.com

Chuck Parsons
5841 Engineer Dr. 
Huntington Bch., CA 92649
chuck@sancon.com
ph: 714-891-2323
ph: 800-726-2664
fax: 714-891-2524
cell: 714-231-3630
Contr. Lic. 731797

Jose Martin  
President 
3921 West 139th Street 
Hawthorne, CA 90250
ph: (310) 355-1700
fax: (310) 355-1711

www.plumbersdepotinc.com • jose.martin@plumbersdepotinc.com

www.rmcwater.com

2400 Broadway Ste. 300
Santa Monica, CA 90404
310-566-6460 ph
310-566-6461 fax

Innovative Solutions for 
Water and the Environment

Kris Brooks
155 Balboa St. Suite D-9
San Marcos, CA 92069 
ph: 760-510-8030 
fax: 760-510-8031

www.marcabcoinc.com

Pei-Chin Low, P.E.
Supervising Engineer
618 Michilinda Ave. Ste. 200
Arcadia, California 91007
ph: 626-568-6999
Fax: 626-568-6102

John Biggs, P.E.
801 S Figueroa St # 950
Los Angeles, CA 90017
ph:  213-271-2300
fax: 213-271-2320
jbiggs@brwncald.com

www.mwhglobal.com  •  Pei-Chin.Low@mwhglobal.com

www.brownandcaldwell.com

Chris McCampbell
27101 Burbank, Suite B
Foothill Ranch, CA 92610
(949) 458-5555
(949) 458-5500 Fax
cmccampbell@miscowater.com

www.miscowater.com www.jwce.com

Muffin Monster®

Auger Monster®

Honey Monster® septage receiving
Finescreen Monster®

Bandscreen Monster®

Drumscreen Monster®

Screenings Washer Monster®

Represented by Misco Water

Dhiru Patel, P.E.
Vice President
1199 S. Fullerton Rd.
City of Industry, CA 91748
ph: 626-912-3391, x209 
fax: 626-912-2015
dhiru-p@lee-ro.com

www.lee-ro.com

Engineering Excellence
in Water & Envirostructure

Anthony Gaddie
Branch Manager
1301 E Spring St
Long Beach, CA 90806
ph: 562-595-7760
cell: 562-254-0800
agaddie@rainforrent.com

www.rainforrent.com

The Environmental Protection Specialists
NATIONAL PLANT SERVICES, INC.

Phone:  562-436-7600
Fax:  562-495-1528

Toll Free: 1-800-445-3614
E-Mail: dennis.keene@nationalplant.com

Dennis Keene
1461 Harbor Avenue
Long Beach, CA 90813-2741

www.nationalplant.com

California Contractor’s License #351503

Full Range of Guaranteed Sewer Maintenance Services

Help sponsor LABS for 
only $120/year! 

Contact John Biggs 
Corporate Director 
213-271-2300 
jbiggs@brwncald.com

http://www.mysmartcover.com
http://www.nationalplant.com


 

Sewer Leaks Editor 
 
Matthew Copeland 
1955 Workman Mill Rd. 
Whittier, CA 90601 

LABS Board of Directors 
 
President:  Wendy

SPECIAL EVENTS CALENDAR 
 

Dec 8th S&YP Holiday Party at Lucky 
Strike; Downtown Los 
Angeles,  
www.labsofcwea.com 

Jan 18th One-Day Biosolids 
Workshop; Hyperion, 
www.labsofcwea.com 

Jan 21st LABS Awards Banquet; 
Queen Mary,  
www.labsofcwea.com 

Jan 26th CWEA SRC meeting and 
Advanced Water Purification 
Demonstration Project Tour; 
San Diego,  www.cwea.org 

 
 

  Wert              (562) 908-4288 x-2128
Vice President:  Alec Mackie  (714) 428-4614 
Director-at-Large: Basil Hewitt  (562) 908-4288 x-2311
Director-Secretary: Amanda Schmidt (310) 566-6460 
Director-Corporate: John Biggs  (213) 271-2236 
Director-Treasurer: Ian Mackenzie  (310) 648-6134  
Past President:  Hala Titus   (213) 312-3330  
 
Address Changes  
Please contact Marge Okabe at (310) 375-0448 or email 
labsofcwea@hotmail.com 

 
LABS Committee Chairs 

Programs:    Alec Mackie  (714) 428-4614 
Newsletter:    Matthew Copeland (562) 908-4288 x-2180 
Membership:    Marge Okabe   (310) 375-0448 
WW Treatment & Reuse: Mischelle Mische  (562) 908-4288 x-2488 
Awards:   Hala Titus  (213) 312-3330  
TCP:   John Mays 
TCP:   Kent McIntosh   (562) 908-4288 x-6616 
Supergroup:  Dan Gary  (310) 830-2400 x-5316 
P3S Representative: John Boyd   (562) 760-6125  
Collection Systems: Michael Flores  (310) 566-6460 
Public Education   Michael Simpson  (323) 342-6047 
Operator Certification: Francisco Ramirez (310) 648-5857 
Webmaster:  Miluska Propersi  (310) 566-6460 
Young Professionals: Nicole You   (323) 342-6265 
Outreach Coordinator: Erika DeHollan  (562) 908-4288 x-2836 

 
CWEA Liaisons 

CWEA Board Liason: Debra Bogdanoff  (562) 908-4288 x-2734 

HAVE AN IDEA FOR LABS TRAINING?
 

Send your presentation, seminar or 
training ideas to alecm@jwce.com for 

consideration 

http://www.labsofcwea.com/ 
http://www.cwea.org/ 
http://www.wef.org/ 

mailto:michael.simpson@lacity.org
mailto:michael.simpson@lacity.org
mailto:michael.simpson@lacity.org
mailto:michael.simpson@lacity.org



