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LA Wrecking Crew – WEF Ops Challenge 2008 2nd Place Division 1 Winner 
 
Chicago, Ill. – The Trinity River Authority CReWSers won the first-place trophy during the 2008 
Operations Challenge competition at WEFTEC®.08 at McCormick Place in Chicago, Ill. 
Coached by Raudel Juarez the team of Jacob Burwell, Dale Burrow, Steve Price, and David 
Brown placed first.   The LA Wrecking Crew  representing the California Water Environment 
Association won the second-place division 1 trophy. Led by Team Captain Paul Johnson the 
team of Jeff Valdes, Steve Johnson, and Dale Dollins placed second out of 43 teams from the 
United States, Canada, and Argentina that competed in the fast-paced, two-day event. Full 
competition results include: 

 
 

John Hart - WEF Ops Challenge Chair, Dale Dollins, Steve Johnson, Paul Johnson, Jeff 
Valdez and Adam Zabinski WEF President 

 
 
 
Division 1 
First Place: Trinity River Authority CReWSers - Water Environment Association of Texas 
Second Place: LA Wrecking Crew – California Water Environment Association 
Third Place: s.C.R.A.P.P.E.R.S – Ohio Water Environment Association  
 
Division 2 
First Place: Terminal Velocity – Virginia Water Environment Association 
Second Place: Wasatch All-Stars  – Water Environment Association of Utah  
Third Place: Wasted Gas - Water Environment Association of Utah  
 
Celebrating its 21st year, Operations Challenge has grown from an original 22-team event to 
its current 43-team, two division format, each four-member team was judged on the best 
combination of precision, speed and safety. Winners are determined by a weighted point 
system for five events which include: collection systems, laboratory, process control, 
maintenance and safety. The events are designed to test the diverse skills required for the 
operation and maintenance of wastewater treatment facilities, their collection systems and 
laboratories - all vital to the protection of public health and the environment. 
 
Operations Challenge is presented in conjunction with WEFTEC®.08 - the Water Environment 
Federation’s 81st annual technical exhibition and conference. As the largest water quality event 
in North America and largest annual water quality exhibition in the world, WEFTEC.08 hosted 
more than 18,000 of the world’s leading water quality experts and 1,000 companies featuring 
the latest in water quality technology. WEFTEC.08 was held at McCormick Place from October 
18-22, 2008. For more information, visit www.weftec.org. 

http://www.weftec.org/
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WEFTEC.08 is the Largest in Conference’s 81-Year History 
  
Record-setting numbers of 21,950 attendees and 1,111 companies using 290,000 net square 
feet of exhibit space have designated WEFTEC.08 – the Water Environment Federation’s 81st 

Annual Technical Exhibition and Conference – as the largest event in its 81-year history. The 
previous records of 19,929 attendees, 1,017 companies and 268,405 net square feet of floor 
space were set just last year at WEFTEC.07 in San Diego.   WEFTEC.08 offered educational 
and training to water quality professionals with 31 workshops, 115 technical sessions, and 10 
facility tours that addressed the current status of water, wastewater treatment, stormwater 
management, energy, green initiatives, science, research, and legislative and political issues. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chicago Skyline view from Lake Michigan (lt) Chicago Skyline River and Bridge view (rt)

Professor John Anthony Allan anchored a well-balanced opening general session program 
with a keynote address featuring the concept of “virtual water” which measures how water is 
embedded in the production and trade of food and consumer products. This concept has major 
impacts on global trade policy and research, especially in water-scarce regions, and has 
redefined discourse in water policy and management.  
 
President Adam Zabinski officially launched Phase I of WEF’s new website www.wef.org 
establishing the organization as the ‘go-to’ resource for the world’s best science, engineering 
and technical practices in water quality. The new homepage includes WEF’s first Water Blog 
which will alternate with Water Heroes’ features and WEF news.  A new gateway – “Access 
Water Knowledge” offers entry to WEF periodicals and e proceedings as well as 17 new 
Knowledge Centers.   
 
The Honorable Richard M. Daley, Mayor of Chicago received a standing ovation from the 800 
attendees for his speech, “Making Chicago a Global Leader in Water and Sustainability,” given 
in a session on water infrastructure and sustainable innovations.  Mayor Daley shared the 
recently unveiled Chicago Climate Action Plan and also insisted that the Nation’s cities must 
reinvest in infrastructure and will need help in financing.  “The next President of the United 
States needs to address what has been an inadequate level of federal investment in our 
infrastructure, including water systems, roads, bridges, highways, public transportation and 
school construction,” he said. 
 
 

http://www.wef.org/
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ACI Convention in the Shadow of the Gateway Arch a Success! 
The American Concrete Institute (ACI) held its annual spring convention from November 2 – 6 
in St. Louis, MO.  A highlight of St. Louis is the Gateway Arch.  The Arch is a structure known 
as a catenary curve, the shape a free-hanging chain takes when held at both ends, and 
considered the most structurally-sound arch shape. The span of the Arch legs at ground level 
is 630 feet, the same as its height.  The Arch is the tallest national monument in the United 
States.  Construction took approximately 2 years, from February 12, 1963 through October 28, 
1965.  The Arch weighs 17,246 tons. Nine hundred tons of stainless steel was used to build 
the Arch, more than any other project in history.  The Arch was built at a cost of $13 million. 
The transportation system was built at a cost of $3,500,000.  In order to ensure that the 
constructed legs would meet, the margin of error for failure was 1/64th of an inch. All survey 
work was done at night to eliminate distortion caused by the sun's rays. Since the Arch was 
constructed before the advent of computer technology, relatively crude instruments were used 
for these measurements.  The Arch sways a maximum of 18" (9" each way) in a 150 mph 
wind. The usual sway is 1/2". 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

St. Louis skyline with Gateway Arch view (lt) ACI technical committee meeting at the spring convention (rt) 

At the ACI annual spring convention, technical, educational, and administrative committees 
held open meetings, which welcomed attendees. These meetings provide opportunities to 
meet and talk individually with some of the most prominent individuals and experts in the field 
of concrete technology. In addition to committee meetings, the convention program included 
technical and educational sessions, seminars, and exhibits. 
 
ACI is a nonprofit technical and educational society organized in 1904 and is one of the world's 
leading authorities on concrete technology. ACI is a forum for the discussion of all matters 
related to concrete and the development of solutions to problems. ACI conducts this forum 
through conventions and meetings; the ACI Structural Journal, the ACI Materials Journal, 
Concrete International, and technical publications; chapter activities; and technical committee 
work. As its chartered objective states, its purpose is “to provide a comradeship in finding the 
best ways to do concrete work of all kinds and in spreading that knowledge.” 
 
ACI publishes reliable information on concrete and its 
applications, conducts educational seminars, provides a 
standard certification program for the industry, provides 
local forums for discussion through the Chapter 
program, and encourages student involvement in the 
concrete field. Committee members involved with these 
activities meet at bi-annual conventions. 
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WEFTEC08 attendees at technical session (lt) Exhibitors trade show floor (rt) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the international front, 2,378 international registrants attended WEFTEC.08. These 
international attendees included 245 trade delegation attendees from 71 countries, who utilized 
WEF’s Global Center services to facilitate their meetings with exhibitors, organize site visits, 
and utilize translator services. WEF  also facilitated  meetings, between exhibitors and trade 
delegates  representing water and wastewater buyer interests from such countries as China, 
the Philippines, Israel, Bulgaria, Iraq, and South Africa, to name a few. 
 
Of particular interest were workshops on the “Challenges posed by Emerging Contaminants” 
by Dr. David L. Sedlak, Professor, Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, 
University of California at Berkeley and “Evolving Urban Water and Residuals Management 
Paradigms: Water Reclamation and Reuse, Decentralization, Energy Production, Resource 
Recovery” presented by Dr. Glen T. Daigger, Senior Vice President and Chief Technology 
Officer for CH2M HILL. 
 
On Tuesday, as part of the “Presidential Celebration”, President Adam Zabinski ceremoniously 
“passed the gavel” of Federation leadership to Rebecca West and inducted the remaining 
2008-2009 WEF Officers and Board of Trustees. The ceremony culminated with awards 
presentations in recognition of the outstanding achievements of the most talented and 
dedicated professionals in the water quality community. In all, over 25 awards were presented 
at various events during the four-day conference. 
 
A successful hands-on community service project, “Getting out of the Gutter”, featured the 
construction of a Rain Garden at Pulaski Park in Chicago.  The event was a project of the WEF 
Young Professionals Committee, the Illinois Water Environment Association, the Metropolitan 
Water Reclamation District, and the Center for Neighborhood Technology. The $7,000 
corporate-sponsored project left behind a green space that will provide native plants and 
effective stormwater mitigation drainage to a previously plain turf area. 
 
Other conference highlights included WEFTeach, poster presentations, and student activities  
The Student Design Competition was won by a team from the University of Florida. 
 
 
Save the Environment Sign Up for LABS Newsletter Electronic Distribution 
 
Why not reduce your carbon footprint by signing up for electronic distribution of this newsletter.  
Electronic distribution reduces our production costs and comes in living color.  Send an email 
to Dan Gary at dgary@lacsd.org to register.   

mailto:dgary@lacsd.org
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Tackling MTBE Contamination at Santa Monica Charnock Well Field 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Attendees socialize at TAIX prior to Gil Borboa’s November 20th LABS presentation. 
 
 
On November 20, 2008 The Los Angeles Basin Section (LABS) of CWEA hosted an dinner 
and training presentation at TAIX French Restaurant in Los Angeles.  The featured speaker at 
the event, Gilbert Borboa P.E. Water Resources Manager for the City of Santa Monica, 
discussed MTBE and the Restoration of the City of Santa Monica’s Public Water System.  Mr. 
Borboa began with an amusing antedote on the top 7 reasons why women live longer than 
men.  After drawing in attendees, Mr. Borboa paralleled these survival strategies to the City of 
Santa Monica’s (City) complex water suppy system in light of concerns reguarding Methyl 
Tertiary Butyl Ether (MTBE).  MTBE is a fuel oxygenate, octane booster, replacement for lead 
pursuent to the Clean Air Act amendments of 1990.  MTBE was not required but was the 
oxygenate of choice in California (11% of gasoline in CA).  MTBE is highly soluable in 
groundwater, has a low odor (5 to 50 ppb) and taste (10 to 100 ppb) threshold, and is a 
possible human carcinogen.  
 
The City, founded in 1875, occupies an are of approximately 8 square miles with a residential 
population of 85,000 and a daytime population of 250,000.  The City owned and operated 
water system includes approximately 17,000 water connections.  MTBE was detected in late 
1995.  To alleviate the concern all City Charnock wells were closed by June 1996.  The 
maximum well concentration reached 610 ppb.  Prior to closure, the Charnock wells supplied 
45% of all City water.  In 1995 the City’s water demand was 14,415 acre-feet (AF), and 70% 
was provided by City wells.  In 2008 the City’s water demand was 14,557 AF, and only 14% of 
water demand was provided by City wells. Within a political climate of investigations, litigation, 
and settlements, the City of Santa Monica is moving forward in a effort to reduce their reliance 
on imported sources by designing and building a treatment facility to address MTBE.  The 
City’s proposed remediation process is currently in preliminary design with a target completion 
date of December 2010.  The City’s remediation program includes: granulated activated 
carbon (GAC) removal of MTBE at Charnock (schematic below), and a combination of 
softening and fluoridation at Arcadia.  The treatment goal is to reduce MTBE to less than 0.5 
ppb.  To accommodate the fast track schedule, the City is progressing with a Design/Build 
approach. 
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Please Include Your Entrée Choice with Your RSVP:
• Prime Rib 
• Grilled Chicken Breast 
• Vegetarian Option 

When:    Saturday January 10 
  Reception - 6:30 PM 
  Dinner – 7:00 PM 
  Awards – 7:30 PM 

Where:    Long Beach Queen Mary – Royal Salon 
 1126 Queen’s Highway, 
 Long Beach, CA 90802 

RSVP:   Please RSVP to Patrick Griffith at: 
pgriffith@lacsd.org or call (562) 908-4288, 
ext. 2117 by Monday, January 5th

Cost:   $50 for LABS/CWEA members and guests
    $12 Parking 

Join LABS for Our 
Annual Awards Banquet 

on the Queen Mary 
Directions: 
• From the 710 Freeway South, take the 
 S. Harbor Scenic Dr. exit 
• Turn left towards Windsor Way 
• Turn right at Queens Hwy. 
• Just mention Los Angeles Basin Section Party 

and head upstairs to the Royal Salon! 
 

mailto:pgriffith@lacsd.org


BioCOPE, Inc. Bay Area Process
Pat McDaniel, President 14365 Meadow Dr.
23711 Hix Drive Grass Valley, CA 95945
Canyon, TX 79015 Marc Cuniberti, President
ph: 800-900-6201 Ph: (530) 272-2298
Fax: 888-473-4948 Fax: (530) 272-2753
www.biocope.com Toll Free (800) 326-4039
pmcdaniel@biocope.com bayareaprocess@att.net

Website: RUECKCO.COM

James H. Clark, P.E. Donald G. Rosenberg and
Vice President Associates, Inc.
800 Wilshire blvd. # 600 6442 Coldwater Caynon, Suite 101
Los Angeles, CA 90017 North Hollywood, CA 91606
ph: 213-312-3300 ph: 818-508-4523
Fax: 213-312-3399 fax: 818-508-6126
www.bv.com Donald G. Rosenberg, Principal
clarkjh@bv.com

MURRILL ADAMS

GOLDEN BELL PRODUCTS
11111 Santa Monica Blvd.
Suite 750
Los Angeles, CA 90025 1200 N. Jefferson, Unit M Phone: (714) 630-3861
Tel: (310) 893-2700 Anaheim, CA 92807 Fax: (714) 630-4807
Fax: (310) 893-2750 www.goldenbellproducts.com Toll Free: (866) 462-3577

www.brownandcaldwell.com/ email: info@goldenbellproducts.com

CALIFORNIA 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONTROLS, INC.

Industrial and Municipal 
Water and Waste Treatment Systems

6739 So. Washington Ave./P.P. Box 469/Whittier, CA 90608-0469
(562) 945-3425  Fax (562) 693-5257
pfk@calencon.com www.cec-h2o.com

Patrick F. Kennedy

MARK ALLING

Industrial Tools - Safety
Environmental Health Products
David Tucker - Sales/Customer Service
294 West Bonita (909) 392-3442

CUST. SERV. (866) 337-7427 Pomona, CA 91767 (909) 392-3446  Fax
mark.alling@pahc.com TEL. (562) 698-8036 www.jgtucker.com (909) 223-4243 Cell

FAX (562) 698-1921 david@jgtucker.com

www.coombshopkins.com
R. Bruce Zimmerman, President ph: 760-931-0555 Alec Mackie 290 Paularino Ave
5411 Avenida Encinas. Suite 250 fax: 760-931-9115 Marketing Manager Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Carlsbad, CA 92008 cell: (714) 745-0678 JWC Environmental P: 714-428-4614
bruce@coombshopkins.com www.jwce.com alecm@jwce.com

19355 Business Center Drive Unit 2
Northridge, CA 91324 Dhiru Patel, P.E., Vice President ph: 626-912-3391, x-209

(818) 772-8720 Fax(818) 772-2477   Toll Free (818) 333-6474 1199 S. Fullerton Rd. fax: 626-912-2015
email: sales@sensorguys.com City of Industry, CA 91748-1232 dhiru-p@lee-ro.com

www.lee-ro.com

A
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Moyno Durco Caster

562-945-3425
California Environmental Controls, Inc.

SELF PRIMING / SUBMERSIBLE

LABS Corporate Sponsors

SEWAGE LIFT STATIONS

8851 Dice Road Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670
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 B R O W N  A N D
 C A L D W E L L

Engineering Excellence 
in Water & 
Envirostructure

J.G. Tucker & Son, Inc.



Hydrogen Sulfide Removal and Odor Control Chuck Parsons ph: 714-891-2323
155 Balboa Street Suite D-9 ph: 760-510-8030 5841 Engineer Dr. ph: 800-726-2664
San Marcos, CA  92069 fax: 760-510-8031 Huntington Bch., CA 92649 fax: 714-891-2524

www.marcabcoinc.com chuck@sancon.com cell: 714-231-3630
www.sancon.com Contr. Lic. 731797

Rick Di Cesare Phone: 805.498.3811 Steven Stump ph: 714-847-1317
1111 Rancho Conejo Blvd. SuiFax: 805.498.7631 17631 Metzler Lane fax: 714-847-6907
Newbury Park, CA 91350-1415 info@mrctechnologies.com Huntington Beach, CA 92647 Lic. 686371

Joseph A. Wojslaw,  P.E., Vice President Steve Ahles 
MWH Americas, Inc. Proj. Manager, Burbank Water Reclamation Plant
618 Michilinda Avenue Suite 2 ph: 626-796-9141 740 North Lake St. ph: 818-972-1115, x-20
Arcadia, California 91007 Direct: 626-568-6194 Burbank, CA 91502 cell: 805-551-8997
joseph.a.wojslaw@mwhglobal.comFax: 626-568-6101 fax: 818-845-0718

steve.ahles@unitedwater.com

Lou Giordano
209 E. Alameda St.
Suite 204 AMIR SOLTANIEH
Burbank, CA 91502-2674

Pacific Process Equipment, ph: 818-500-9495 3010 FLOYD ST. ORANGE COUNTY OFFICE
fax: 818-500-9799 BURBANK, CA 91504-2599 PHONE (949) 855-0919
www.pacificprocess.com PH. (818) 562-5282 FAX (949) 855-0929

FAX (818) 842-3217

A SUPPLIER OF PUMPS AND PROCESS EQUIPMENT

100 West Walnut Street
Pasadena, California  91124 GABRIEL ZINK
(626) 440-6263 cell (626) 483-3171 Sales Engineer
Fax: (626) 440-6337 Mobile 714 904-7487
surrendra.thakral@parsons.com gabriel@cortechpumps.com

Office 714 779-0911   Fax 714 693-1715
Surendra K. Thakral, PE., BCEE 1241 N. Lakeview Ave. Suite T Anaheim, CA 92807

Vice President/PWI Global Technology Strategy Director www.cortechpumps.com
www.parsons.com

2400 Broadway 
Suite 300 www.rmcwater.com
Santa Monica, CA 90404
310-566-6460 ph         310-566-6461 fax  

Innovative Solutions for Water and the Environment

LABS  CORPORATE  SPONSORS

BUILDING A BETTER WORLD

KRIS BROOKS

If Interested in Becoming A Corporate Sponsor, Please Contact Mr. Pat McDaniel at (800) 900-6020

14859 East Clark Avenue                         Leo Raab
City of Industry, CA 91745                        Director of Marketing
Tel 626-336-2139                                     Cell 805-760-4548  
Fax 626-336-2634                                    Fax 805-435-1654
'www.wecklabs.com                                 leo@wecklabs.com



 

Sewer Leaks Editor 
 
Wendy Wert 
1955 Workman Mill Rd. 
Whittier, CA 90601 

LABS Board of Directors 
 
President:  Patrick Griffith  (562) 908-4288 x-2117
Vice President:  Hala Titus  (213) 312-3330 
Treasurer:  Ian Mackenzie  (310) 648-6134  
Director:  Alec Mackie  (714) 428-4614 
Director:  Pat McDaniel  (800) 900-6201 
Director:  Wendy Wert              (562) 908-4288 x-2128
Past President:  Pei-Chin Low  (626) 568-6999 
 
Address Changes 
Please contact Marge Okabe at (310) 375-0448 or email labs-
membership@earthlink.net

LABS Committee Chairs 
Programs:    Hala Titus  (213) 312-3330 
Newsletter:    Wendy Wert   (562) 908-4288 x-2128 
Membership:    Marge Okabe   (310) 375-0448 
WW Treatment & Reuse: Mischelle Mische  (562) 908-4288 x-2488 
Awards:   Pei-Chin Low  (626) 568-6999 
TCP:   John Mays   (818) 778-4138 
Supergroup:  Dan Gary  (310) 830-2400 x-5316 
P3S Representative: Bill Garrett   (562) 699-7411 x-2907 
Collection Systems: Pat McDaniel  (800)-900-6201 
Public Education   Michael Simpson  (323) 342-6047 
Operator Certification: Francisco Ramirez (310) 648-5857 
Webmaster:  Miluska Propersi  (310) 566-6460 
Young Professionals: Amanda Schmidt   (310) 566-6460 

CWEA Liaisons 
CWEA Director:  Ann Heil   (562) 699-7411 x-2803 
Southern CA Rep:  Constance Leonard  (213) 457-2162 

SPECIAL EVENTS CALENDAR 
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http://www.cwea.org/
http://www.labsofcwea.com/

CWEA Crisis Communication 
Workshop, Oakland and 
Whittier http://www.cwea.org/
 
WEF webcast Collection 
System Evaluation 
http://www.wef.org
 
AB32 California’s Greenhouse 
Gas Legislation, Downey 
www.socalgas.com/erc/
 
LABS Awards Banquet, Queen 
Mary www.labsofcwea.com  
 
CWEA Dewatering Specialty 
Conference, Carson and 
Oakland http://www.cwea.org/
 
WEF Association of Boards of 
Certification Annual Conference 
La Quinta, CA  
http://www.abccert.org/annual.html

Dec 9th & 
Mar 11th  
 
 
Dec 10th

 
 
 
Dec 11th  
 
 
 
Jan 10th  
 
 
 Jan 27th & 
28th 
 
 
Jan 27th – 
30th  
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